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CITY OF JACKSONVILLE

WATERSHED FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

SUMMARY

The City of Jacksonville’s vision for its Jackson Creek watershed property as stated in
the Watershed Forest Management Plan is “ to manage the forest resources for the long -
range benefit of present and future generations of people of Jacksonville and vicinity.”

It has been 43 years since a wildfire in 1956 burned 67% of the City owned 1800 acres.
Vegetative, aquatic and soil resources have improved considerably by mostly natural
means since the fire. Vegetation in most of the watershed, typical of Southwest Oregon
unmanaged forests, is extremely dense and very slow in its eventual succession to more
mature coniferous forests.

To meet the City’s vision for the watershed property, the Watershed Forest Management
Plan provides information, recommendations, and timing of activities to accelerate the
watershed’s improvement. The activities are based on the following objectives:

1. Timber Production

2. Fire Protection

3. Forest Health

4. Soil Protection and Water Enhancement

5. Increase Fish Habitat

6. Provide Habitat for diverse wildlife

7. Provide recreation and educational opportunities for diverse user groups

In addition to the above objectives the plan emphasizes the need to control unauthorized
use of the City’s property. Activities such as garbage dumping, small arms shooting,
timber trespass, resource damage by vehicles, camping and unattended fires are
increasing dramatically.

Succeeding at these objectives will enhance the chance of the watershed to meet its full
potential for resource development, income, the enjoyment of people and use by fish and

wildlife. Success in the objectives would also promote interest in investment for the
improvement of watershed resources.



CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FOR
JACKSONVILLE WATERSHED EVALUATION

April 22, 2004

The seventh meeting of the CAC Jacksonville Watershed Evaluation Committee was
April 22, 2004 at 7:00 pm in the Naverson Room of the Jacksonville Public Library.
Committee members in attendence were: Tony Hess, Lyn Boening, John Stagg, Clara
Wendt, Mike Caruso, Howard Johnson, Mac Peffley, Dennis Ramsden, Neill Smith,
Paul Wyntergreen, Wally Hicks, and Arch Weatherford. Also in attendence were;
Paul Kangas and Wil Hislebeard.

The guest speakers for the evening were:

Jay Deleno of the Oregon Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Talked about
Jackson Creek and the work being done to improve fish habitat.

Bill Meyers of the DEQ - Talked about water quality issues of Jackson Creek and
the areas of concern relating to what effects that cleanliness.

Ted Hass of the BLM - Talked about the type of soils found the in the watershed
and the erosion problems in the area.

Grants for Fishery improvement and stream renewal were discussed. It was pointed out
that the projects that would use such funds would need to be independent of other
projects funded with Fishery improvement money.

The subject of a possible Nature Conservency interest for the Watershed was brought up.

A sub-committee for Recreation possiblities was formed: Howard Johnson and Neill
Smith volunteered to be on that committee.

A letter of resignation from Len Hebert was read to the committee. His resignation from
the co-chairmanship and the committee to be immediate upon acceptance.

A letter of appointment of Clara Wendt to the committee from the Mayor of Jacksonville
was read and accepted.

Next meeting to be held: May 27, 2004 in the Public Library meeting room.
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CITY OF JACKSONVILLE
rO.BOX7
110 E. Main Street

JACKSONVILLE, OR 97530
(541) 899-1231 FAX (541) 899-7881

Richard Drehobl February 10, 1999
Areca Manager, Ashland Resource Area

Bureau of Land Management

3040 Biddle Road

Medford, OR. 97504

Dear Richard;

We are pleased that you are taking the leadership role in developing a recreation management
plan for the Johns Peak area. We appreciate the opportunity to be included in the planning
process, which is so important to local landowners, citizens, and the natural resources of the
area. As time passes and our valley population increases, the need for personal and family
outdoor recreation and education will be critical.

We would like to reiterate some of the points that we feel are very important which were made
at the last Johns Peak planning meeting:

1. Opportunities for formal public involvement need to be initiated for all interested and
affected citizens and landowners within and near the Johns Peak area.

We realize that broad based citizen involvement was solicited as part of your Resource
Management Plan (RMP) which included several proposed Off Highway Vehicle (OHV)
management areas in the Medford District. We do not think that the public involvement process
or results were adequate o propoitional to the recreational use being planned. Some of our

questions to the BLM regarding the RMP public invglvement process that was completed for the
Johns peak OHV area are as follows:

a. In the completed RMP process, was there sufficient data available and was it
adequately presented to affected stakeholders and citizens so as to attract their
comments? Examples of such data are: The proposed boundaries of the Johns Peak area.
The description of the recreational use of the area at the time the RMP was being
completed. The expected use of the area after completion of the planning and
implementation phase of the recreation plan and at future dates.

b. Were the actual comments that came from the Johns Peak RMP public involvement
process, adequate and representative of affected stakeholders and citizens?




¢. Is the RMP public involvement data, regarding the Johns Peak area, sufficiently
current?

2. The City of Jacksonville desires development of recreational opportunities for multiple user
interests commensurate with resource availability, compatibility and user enjoyment.

Jacksonvilte is hopeful that, properly planned, the large size of the Johns Peak area will allow
more enjoyable recreation for everyone by dispersing the activities that are most impacting to the
resources and separating those that are less compatible with each other. Currently,
Jacksonville’s property is one of the most intensively impacted by recreation and other activities.

The Johns Peak area is unique in its geographical position, bordered by fast growing urban
interface and high profile rural areas and impacted by illegal and resource damaging activities
such as dumping. Its proximity to higher population density makes it dissimilar to areas in the
region, such as Fort Rock and Prospect, managed for similar recreational uses.

The Johns Peak area is already well known for its recreational use. Implementing a formal
recreational plan could cause ifs use to expand by multiples of past and current levels. In order
for the recreational plan to stand the test of time, it should incorporate data and analyses of
anticipated future use in order to determine future impacts to the users and resources.

For these reasons, expanded public invelvement opportunities for citizens, landowners and

diverse recreational interests is a particularly important initial step in the planning stage and also
needed in subsequent steps for the Johns Peak area.

We request that you take these matters into consideration. We regard them as critical to the

Johns Peak planning process, to the acceptance of the final product by all stakeholders and the
successful functioning of the area once the plan is implemented.

Sincerely,

City of Jacksonville

cc: Ronald Wenker, BLM, District Manager
- Ken Cumnmings, Boise Cascade Corp.
Motorcycle Riders Association
Cycle Analysis, Jana Jensen
Oregon Parks and Recreation, Terry Eccles
Jacksonville Woodlands Association




BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT « MEDFORD DISTRICT
Ashland Resowrce Avea

John’s Peak Recreation Management Plan
Fact Sheet - April 1, 1999

Subject: The ongoing John's Peak Recreation Management Plan.

Issue Summary: Hundreds of miles of user created trails for four-wheel driving, all terrain vehicle
riding, motorcycle riding, horseback riding, mountain biking, and hiking occur on Bureau of Land
Management public lands and private lands in the John's Peak area northwest and southwest of the City
of Jacksonville. Use in the area has been occurring for approximately 40 years. Due to the growing
population in the Rogue Valley, increased use of the area is expected to continue into the future.
Resource and social impacts, including uncontrolled access, soil erosion, illegal dumping, littering,
human waste, spread of noxious weeds, unrestricted stream crossings, midnight parties, noise,
trespassing and the potential for fire starts continues to increase in the area. Without 2 management
plan which provides overall strategies for managing the recreational use in the area, ongoing and
increasing unmanaged use could result in escalated impacts.

Background: Development of the John's Peak Recreation Management Plan is based on a decision in

the 1995 Medford District Record of Decision and Resource Management Plan (RMP) which states that
the agency will,

“Manage off-highway vehicle (OHV) use on BLM-administered land to protect natural resources, provide
visitor safety, and minimize conflicts among various users. Three areas will be managed specifically to
provide for OHV use (page 63).”

The 1995 Medford District Record of Decision and RMP identifies three areas which will be managed
specifically to provide for OHV use. The plan states that:

“...Ferris Gulch (2,200 acres), Timber Mountain/John's Peak (16,250 acres), and Quartz Creck (7,120
acres) will be managed to provide for OV use.”

In addition to the Timber Mountain/Yohn’s Peak recreation area (now referred to as the John's Peak

recreation area), uncontrolled recreation use has been occurring to the northwest and southwest of the
City of Jacksonville since the 1960s,

The pnmaty purpose of the John’s Peak Recreation Management Plan is to provide management
objectives, guidelines, and recommendations for reducing environmental impacts to public and private

lands, to minimize conflicts between recreational uses, and to establish long term riding and hiking
opportunities in the area.

Specifically, the John’s Peak Recreation Management Plan would outline access, generally describe the
type and amount of use for proposed trails and facilities, and address strategies for monitoring and
enforcement. The planning area would be designed to target casual, family use with limited special
recreation permits for noncompetitive and competitive events issued annually.

oper J/



Current Status: The John's Peak Recreation Management Plan is being develaped in cooperation with
adjacent landownersfthe City of Jacksonville; State of Oregom; Motorcycle Riders Association (MRA);
Southern Oregon Mountain Bike Association; and Boise Cascade Corporation,

The proposed planning boundary currently includes BLM managed public lands outside of the 16,250
acres designated for OHV use in the Medford District RMP, The current, proposed planning boundary
is partly based on the OHV designation in the RMP and parily based on the long-term traditional use
which has occurred to the northwest and southwest of the City of Jacksonville,

Within the proposed planning boundary, the city of Jacksonville owns approximately 1,800 acres around
the reservoir, the MRA owns 220 acres, and Boise Cascade owns approximately 4,800 acres. The
MRA has installed staging areas, parking facilities, and traitheads on their lands.

The BLM received $40,000 from the State Off-Highway Vehicle Account Allocation Committée to
identify major OHV trails on BLM managed public lands in the area. This work has been completed.

The Next Step: The BLM recognizes the importance of getting early public ihput into the planning
process. Opportunities are available for field tours and presentations. Written comment regarding
issues and concerns and special use areas within the planning area is currently being requested.

The BLM and others (i.¢. the City of Jacksonville, State of Oregon, MRA, and Boise Cascade
Corporation) are expected to sign the plan. Once the John's Peak Recreation Management Plan is

completed and signed, private landowners may apply for funds from the State Off-Highway Vehicle
Account Allocation Committee to address solutions to issues and concerns on the ground.

Any decision on BLM managed public lands will be subject to the National Environmental Policy Act.
This will include any proposed designation of trails, special use areas, and development of facilities. The
remaining public lands within the planning area will be closed to OHV use. This means motorized
equipment such as four-wheel drive vehicles, all terrain vehicles, and motorcycles would only be allowed

on the designated trails and in designated special use areas but would not be allowed to drive off of the
trails or outside of the designated special use areas.

Monitoring would be supported by State Off-Highway Vehicle Account dollars and enforcement would
occur in partnership with the BLM, the Sheriffs Office, and volunteer patrol by the MRA and others.

Contacts: Rich Drehobl, Ashland Resource Area Manager, {541) 770-2331
Bill Yocum, Environmental Plannier, (541) 770-2384
Fred Tomlins, Outdoor Recreation Planner, (541) 770-2311



CITY OF JACKSONVILLE

P.O. Box g 1o East Main Street
Jacksonville, Oregon 97530

(541) 8991231 FAX (541) 899-7882

Bureau of Land Management September 14, 2000
Washington Office Correspondence WO-615

Attn.: OHV Comment Manager

1845 “C” Street NW, 1.5B 406-C

Washington, DC 20240

Dear BLM OHV Program Manager,

We hope that you will consider these comments and conceins even though your official comment
period was closed on August 31, 2000. These issues are being made for the City of Jacksonville,
owner of 1,800 acres of forest in the Jackson Creek Watershed located in Southwestern Oregon.
‘These comments are also pertinent {o private and public land ownerships that are intermingled
with BLM managed land in Western Oregon.

The area that 1 will be discussing 1s referred to as the Johns Peak Recreation Area in the Medford
District. The BLM recognized the Johns Peak area for its history of OHV use by designating
16,250 acres of land to be studied for OHV use in a future management plan. The designation is
incorporated in their 1995 RMP under OHV (p. 66).

Following are some of the City of Jacksonville’s comments and concerns with the designation and
management of OHV in this area:

1) BLM managed lands are in their typical Western Oregon checkerboard pattern with many
intermingled landowners who have small and large holdings. The area that is delineated as the
Johns Peak Recreation Area, where OHVs are to be studied, is a least twice the size of the BLM
'managed lands. In contrast, typical recreation areas on U.S, Forest Service Lands, where OHVs
are featured, are usually in contiguous federal ownership. This is not to say that OHVs could not
be a managed use in a typical Western Oregon, BLM setting, but the coordination and cooperation
of many adjacent and intermingled landowners must be attained in order to have success.

2) Once a management plan is in place, adequate funding is needed to properly develop the
designated trails, maintain them and enforce the plan. Enforcement is an issue in itself. Organized
OHYV users are needed for a management plan to be successful, but may only be a minor
percentage of the actual OHV users and other recreational users.

3) Noise created by OHVs is always an issue in intermingled ownership's. This is an issue that
needs to be addressed, but seemns to be one that should be solvable,






